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Three Speeches the Jp 0 on « Pitman 


Unſpoken, and reſerved to the Second 
Thoughts of this next. 


„ 


The Firſt Speech, f 
Mr. Speaker 3 


O U cannot but be abs tow max 
ny, ſome Maliciouſly, ſome Unad- 


viſedly, are apt to blow up Diſcon- 
tent and Jealouſie againſt the Government, 
as if ſome High-flown Deſig 


tended this Parliament. They would in- 


ſinuate, and make ſome Innocent Men fear, 


the keeping her Subjects quiet, that She 


will Maintain the Act of Toleration, ſhould 


yet be willing to have it in Effect vaca- 


ted to all Perſons in Office, if they do 
not go to Church altogether : Which makes 


it convenient for us to let the Nation know, 


that this Parliament have no ſuch Diſtur- 
bance in their Thoughts, but Peaceable Re- 
ſolutions, And to that End I defire Leave 


T ä to 


were in- 


that the Queen, who hath declared for 
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(4) 
to make the Motion, which may, perhaps, 
be.mach miſtaken, -1f you do not firſt con- 
ſider, that the Benefit of it does principal- 
ly Concern the Church it ſelf, (the Church 
of England) and next the Service of the 
Queen, and after both, the Peace of the Diſ- 
enters. 
. It is this, that whereas there are Two 
Statutes made in Charles the Second's Time, 
_— require that every Man that Enjovs 
y Office, Civil or Military, by Sea or 
SY ſhall take the Sacrament according to 
the Uſage of the Church of England, where- 
by Her Majeſty is deprived. of the Service 
of ſome of her Uſeful Subjects, and the Diſ- 
_ cipline of our Church often violated by No- 
torious Unworthy Perſons; I do move for 
Leave to bring in a Bill, that no Man from - 
henceforward, who declares himſelf a Pro- 
teſtant by renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, 
ſhall be farther obliged to any Sacramental 
Teſt, in Regard yang 1 pan Office what- 
ſoever. ö 
Mr. Speaker, I do not ſpeak this to curry 
Favour with that ſhallow Tribe that cannot 
go to Church, as the Queen and Her Par- 
liament does. I am not for any ſuch Peeviſh, 
| . » but I ſpeak it 


upon 


"=. 


£9) 


upon full conviction for the Publick Good, 
the Peace and Safety of the Nation. It is 
not for us that e War Abroad, to raiſe 
Diviſion at Home; it is not for us to pre- 
tend to ſeek the Peace of Europe, if we do not 
maintain Love in England, Scotland, and 
jreland. If we let the Church, (this beſt. 
Church in the World) lye under ſuch Scan- 
dal, as to admit Perſons to the Sacrament © 
for Secular Ends, even to obtain Licenſes L 
to keep an Ale-houſe : If this Holy Ordi- 
nance may be ſo proſtituted, how ſhall we 

Fight for the Reformed Proteſtant Religion? 
Bat I pray, Mr. Speaker, conſider, and let 5 

any Body that can, tell me how the receiving 

the Sacrament does tend to the qualifying : 
any Perſon for undertaking a Civil. or Mi- 
litary Employment? A certain Fellow be- 
ing ſent by a Lord (of no deep Intellectuals) 

to Prince Rupert, witha Letter of Commenda- 
tions for his Service, in the Place of an Un- 
der Groom, which the Prince then wanted; 
the Prince's Secretary opened the Letter. : 
and found aCommendation of the Man, that 
he was a very Conformable Man, one that had 
been always for the Church, and the Liturgy, + 
and againſt Meetings, and more to that Pur 
pole, as if . moſt ſingularly qualified?” 
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(6) 
The Secretary, a very Ingenious Perſon, a 
Knight (I well knew) comes herenpon to 
the 38 and told him, That here was 4 
Fellow ſent him by ſuch a Lord (if it ſhould 
pleaſe his Hi Rell) to dre ge 5 bis 157 ſes according 


to the Liturgy of the Ron England. The 
Prince eduld not but Lauch at The reading 
'the Letter, and at ſuch a Certificate for ſuch 
an Office. 
And l pray, Mr. Speaker, why muſt this 
c Qualification for any Civil or Military Of- 
fice be made by receiving the Sacrament at 
the Church, in the beſt manner, according 
to the Liturgy of the Church of England ? 
Tf it were done no better than at a Conven- 
ticle, it were too well to be ſo abuſed. 

Mr. Speaker, in ſhort, I would not have 
the bleſſed Sacrament (though I am one not 
wotthy to ſpeak of it) to be made a Qualifi- 
cation to any Service, but God's Service, or 
for obtaining any Place, but one in the King- 
dom of Heaven. | 


"os 


1 
7 beaSecond Seech. 


I Speaker, >” ; 
HAT which is bean by abit Gen - 
tleman is to me very agreeable, and I 
think reaſonable, as preventive of much E- 
Fl and I concur with his Motion tor bring- 
ing in ſuch a Bill as he hath expreſs'd, I 
ſhall take Leave to offer ſomething more for 
Explication. There was a Statute in Charles 
the Second's Time. (as he hath intimated); to 
enjoin every Man that takes any Office, Ci- 
vil or Military, to do Two Things: They 
muſt Renounce I 4 —— and they 
muſt take the Sacrament, according to the 
Title of that Act, For preventing Dangers that 
may ariſe from Popiſh Recuſants. Now, Sir, if a 
Man muſt Renounce or Abjure Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, or elſe he can have no Office; 
it is manifeſt that no Papiſt can have one, 
whether he were enjoined to take the Sacra- 
ment alſo, or not; and ſo long as we are all, 
who are Proteſtants, (whether Chunks 5 
or Diſſenters) for the continuance of this 
part of the Teſt, tlie renouncing Tranſub- 
antiation, all Danger is prevented that may 
ariſe from x Tap? Recuſants, —_ the other 
part 


(8) 

6 part * the Teſt, the taking the Sacrament, 
be ſpared. | fay this, Mr. Speaker, becauſe 
a great many lye under ſo much Prejudice, 
as that they think, and are ready to ſay, 
that no Man can be for taking off the Sacra- 
mental Teſt, but a Papiſt, or ſuch as are for 


bringing in of Popery, Bt is a great Mi- 
ſtake, or Falſhood, as is moſt apparent by 
what is ſpoken. ' 
It may be ſaid, It is meet that Men that 
are in Office, ſhould be of that Religion 
which the State Maintains: But why fo? 
It is enough they be of that whch it Albws. 
It follows not becauſe this or that is thus in 
ſome other States, it muſt be ſo in ours. We 
are to do that which may be exemplary to 
them, (if our State be better than theirs) 
rather than make them our Examples. It is 
meet (this we are ſure) that thoſe Perſons 
who are moſt fit for the managing an Office, 
ſhould have them; and whether they go to 
Church or to Meetings, it is nothing to the 
purpoſe. But you may ſay again, If the Sa- 
cramental Teſt be taken off, we may be 
all Fanaticks: And I ſay, ſo you may if 
you will, though it continue. l, but you 
mean, then may the Fanaticks have Offices 
as well as we that go to Church. I anſwer, 


they 


W 


. 1 
They haveOffices many of them already, and 
if you let theſe that Mee them enjoy their 
Offices, why may not others ? If you will 
take them away from thoſe that have them, 
T pray conſider it. The Act for Toleration 
allows the Diſſenter, that hath taken the 
Sacrament at Church, to enjoy any Office 
he has; and to make a new Act to take a- 
way his Office if he goes any more to Meet- 
ings, is as certain a violation of that Act, 
as to knock a Man on the Head is to break 
the Sixth Commandment: And ſeeing the 
Queen hath declared fhe will maintain that 
Act, will be but Manners (1 think) to for- 
bear. T2163 3 
Mr. Speakers There 4 is one Argument 3 
find in Print, extant, if any one in the 
Houſe can in Reaſon and Divinity make a 
true Anſwer, that the Conſcience of him 
that fears God may reſt ſatisfied in it, I 
w1ll be his Convert, and if not, let him be 
mine. To do any thing whereby occaſion 
is given to Sin, and ruin his Soul, is proper- 
ly Scandal, and that Scandal (according to 
Dr. Hammond in his Tract upon that Subject) 
which is eſpecially forbidden in Scripture. 


That Statute now which makes the Sacra- 
ment a Qualification in Law for e 
B ce, 


(10) 

fice, does give occaſion. to profane Perſons 
(whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts)to 
come and receive the Sacrament to this end 
only, for an Office, who never elſe would 
come at all, and ſo they certainly Sin, and 
by eating and drinking their Damnation, 
do ruin their Souls. 

The Statute therefore, or - Statutes, made in 
King Charles the Second's Reign, which re- 
quires. this, ought to be repealed: as to 
this part, or rectify d 3 to the Mo- 
tion of the firſt Gentleman. Scandalum eſt 
dictum vel factum minus rectum prebens al teri oc- 
caſh onem rune, I ſpeak not this, Sir, to (hew 
you I have Latin, but that 1 underſtand 
$enſe, and have a Conſcience, and therefore 


do ee for king de the ecmc nent 
| Teſt. | lee wrt N. 
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The Third Speech. 


Ar. S . 
Am one, I ſuppoſe you know to be ſor 
the Church, and having heard what is 
Dia by theſe two Gentlemen, I am * 
e 


en. 

ed; llt any ſnould think that the Chureh 
of England 3 be upheld but by the 
Means of that which Induces (and ſo 
through. our conſequential allowance of) 
a Profanation of the Sacrament - of the 
Lord's- Supper: For my part I abhor any ſuch 
Allowance; and upon a belief contrary to 
them, and an Aſſurance to uphold our 
Church without it, I do freely give my con- 
ſent to have a Bill brought in for removing 
this Scandal from the Church, as alſo for 
promoting the Queen's Service and Peace 
in the State, by taking off the Sacramental 
Teſt. There has been a great deal of Stir 
made here of late about Occaſronal Conformity: 
Jam willing by ſuch an Act to have that 
Goblin laid, which ſuch an Act will indeed 
moſt effectually do. 


4 F ourth Speech. 


Mr. Speaker, 
Apprehend not any frightful thing at- 
all of that which this Gentleman hath - 


laſt named: I agree with him for bringing in 
luch 


g_ 
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C na) 

ſuch a Bill, and crave leave to move, that 
the Title of the Bill be this; An ddt to 
Honeſtate Occaſional Conformity, and to prevent 


only the Evil of it, op "aking off the Sa- 
a ernmant Teſt. | 0 14 8 
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